In 2008 mobile sales exceeded 2,9 billion lei
(Press release)
In 2008 the volume of mobile sales increased by 22,6% over 2007 and totaled two billion 914,7 million lei, whereas the investments in this sector increased by 5,7% reaching one billion 224,6 thousand lei, as shown in a report by the National Regulatory Agency for Electronic Communications and Information Technology (ANRCETI) based on statistical data submitted by the four mobile operators.

According to the report, in 2008 company ORANGE registered highest turnover – one billion 997, 02 thousand lei, followed by MOLDCELL – with 767,2 million lei, UNITE – 138,4 million lei and EVENTIS - 11,9 million lei. Thus, in terms of turnover, the market shares are the following: ORANGE - 68,52%, MOLDCELL – 26,32%, UNITE – 4,75% and EVENTIS - 0,41%. The Average Revenue per User (ARPU) was 112,8 lei or 10,9 USD, the highest - 152 lei – registered by UNITE –, the lowest – 90,8 lei – by EVENTIS.

The increase of sales was determined mainly by the substantial extension of the mobile, including 3G, subscriber base. The total number of users increased in 2008 by 28,7% and equaled to 2 million 423,4 thousand, of which 188,4 thousand are 3G users. The mobile penetration rate per 100 inhabitants increased from 55%, in 2007, to 67,9%, in 2008. Company ORANGE had the highest number of new subscribers – 355,3 thousand. As per December 31, 2009 this company had one million 626,2 thousand subscribers, MOLDCELL – 679,1 thousand, UNITE – 98,2 thousand and EVENTIS – 19,9 thousand. In terms of coverage, by this date Orange covers 97,88% of the country’s territory and 99,20% of the population, MOLDCELL – 96,46% and accordingly 96,02%, UNITE – 95,50%and 73,2%, and EVENTIS – 39% and 48%.

ANRCETI Director Sergiu Sîtnic declared that the results of 2008 prove that mobile telephony continues to be one of the most dynamic market segments in the Republic of Moldova. He mentioned that according to ANRCETI estimations, the recently felt tendencies of growth on this market will persist in 2009, mainly due to the deployment of 3G networks and extension of the number of 3G users.

Currently, the mobile market is operated by four providers: JSC ORANGE Moldova – since October 1998, JSC MOLDCELL – since April 2000, JSC MOLDTELECOM, under the brand UNITE – since March 2007 and EVENTIS Mobile LLC - since December 2007. The first three companies mentioned above were granted, in 2008, licenses for the provision of 3G mobile networks and services. In autumn 2008 ORANGE Moldova and MOLDCELL launched their 3G networks in Chisinau and in other cities of the country.

The Agency will make publicly available more detailed information about the developments of the electronic communications market in 2008 in late March. 
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